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September 6, 2006 For Immediate Release 
 
   

COLOUR GRADING OF THE DO27 DIAMONDS 
 
Questions have arisen with respect to the largest diamond recovered from the 548 dry 
tones of kimberlite material, which was described as, “ a 7.11 carat, light brown, slightly 
distorted octahedral gem;” 
 
Reference is made to a paper delivered at the PDA conference by Zia Hasan, president of 
The Canadian Gemological Association, in March 1993, to quote: 
 

“Colour Grading 
 
Colour grading of finished diamonds is based on a scale where colourless 
gems have the most value, followed by their decrease in value with a 
gradual increase of colour tint.  Diamonds also occur in various shades of 
the major colours: blue, green yellow, brown and red.  These are called 
“fancies” and are graded according to a scheme involving hue, tone and 
saturation similar to other coloured stones. - - -.” 
 
 

If the “7.11 carat” is a “fancy” stone, it could be very valuable.  We simply have to wait 
for the results of the valuation of the diamonds recovered from DO27 to have that 
question answered.   
 
The diamonds have been sent to WWW International Diamond Consultants Ltd. in 
Antwerp, Belgium, for valuation. 
 
The Argyle Mine, Australia, is noted for its “fancy pinks”. 
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